EXERCISING. THE   PROFESSION   OF    HIS   ANCESTORS
He is practising his skill on an imaginary enemy, but in many ways this practice would seein superfluous, for heredity has "bestowed on Him gratis what many another South Sea Islander would take years of strenuous endeavour to acquire. The skill of the spearman of Malayta is proverbial, and chis, coupled with another and less enviable character, causes no surprise that the neighbouring
islanders should seek him as friend rather than foe Photo, Douglas Rannie, "Adventures Among South Sea Cannibals"
upon  Europeans, probably,   he   says,
because they eat different food.   The
wizards are also diviners and, when a
mysterious crime has been committed,
it is not unusual to pay a fee for the
consultation of the local oracle.   He
will ask his client to pronounce the names
of all the persons who are most likely
to have been implicated, and at the
utterance of a particular name he will
say that his flesh is tingling all over.   In
not a few cases it was afterwards proved
that the wrong man had been accused.
Since the introduction of Christianity
the Bible has been made to take the
place of the diviner.   The whole com-
oauiuty is summoned, and each one is
required to take an oath that he or she is guiltless of the deed. Put to ^this ordeal, the guilty person will sometimes make a confession, but if not, and he takes the oath, he pines away under the load of his perjury and ultimately dies. When a person is attacked by a fainting fit, it is always presumed that he or she has been guilty of some moral offence, and this is usually sufficient to produce a confession.
The taboo is universal throughout the islands. From the day when the native is born until his death he must walk warily for fear of infringing some taboo, knowing that if, unwittingly, he commits one of these solecisms his liver
934